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Volleyball season recap: From the coaches 
 

By Cedric Stoltzfus 
 

With winter approaching, that means volleyball season is over. Both 
teams did very well considering this was their first year playing in a 
league as a whole. The junior varsity and varsity coaches were 
interviewed to get their thoughts on how the season went. 
 
When asked how the season went, junior varsity coach Joy Esh said, “I 
feel like the season went really well despite losing quite a few games. 
The girls played really well fundamentally and handled a few high 
pressured tournaments and games very well. They stayed calm and 
played their very best, which is all I ask them to do, especially in difficult 
situations.” 

  
She said she wants the team to have a reputation with a “Christ-like 
attitude and to love and encourage each other as a team, because that 
is what helps a team play well together.” She also said, “I hope the girls 
were able to walk away from the season encouraged to always do their 
best in life and to be their best selves, whether it’s in academics, sports, 
or their social life. When we do our best, the people around us see that, 
and hopefully that encourages them and speaks life into them.” 
 
When asked how he felt the season went, varsity coach Drew Wingard 
said, “I had no idea what to expect. We are a new team. As a team they 
exceeded all my expectations.” When asked what kind of reputation he 
wants his team to have, he replied, “A team that other teams want to 
play against because (1) good sportsmanship and (2) we are a worthy 
opponent.” When asked how much of a difference losing the seniors 
will make, he said, “They provided a leadership presence that exceeds 
all physical capabilities, but I have no doubt that the rest of the team 
will rise to the occasion.” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editorial: Dress code conundrum 

By Michael Stoltzfus 

 Is dress code important? This is a hot topic right now. At the middle 
school, male students come to school in either jeans or khakis paired 
with any shirt, while girls have to wear skirts. As high school students, 
shouldn't we be allowed more freedom as we get older? Or, should we 
be called to a higher standard and submit to whatever the rules are?  

 Dress code is important because we are “calling each other higher,” 
said Michele Mabus. Even though submission is difficult because we are 
putting our own desires aside, we are being role models and leaders by 
obeying the simple dress code that is expected of us. We are all going 
to have to submit to authority 
sometime in our life, either when we 
get a job or if we go to college. For 
those of us that don't feel like 
following dress code, that says 
something about how we will act 
toward our authority in the future. Practice respect now, and it will be 
easier when it matters. 

What do the some of the seniors think about this subject? “Frit” (aka 
Chris Petersheim) thinks that dress code should be respected if it is 
required. He clearly described his point by saying, “Students should 
have to [obey dress code] because they come to school,” Sophomore 
Mackenzie Neff also has a wise perspective about this, stating, “Dress 
code is important because it respects authority.” She also says that we 
are “called to obey God-placed authority.” We could not have said it 
better! 

 We have a decision each day. More respect for yourself, or more 
respect for our God-placed authority – which will you choose? 
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Varsity Coach Drew 
Wingard and the team 
pause for a team photo 
before defeating West 
Shore Christian School 
on October 2.  
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                  Preparing for the future 

                            By Rebecca Peckman 
 

Each student at Linville Hill Christian High School has the unique 
opportunity to be involved in an internship program once a week in 
place of a regular school day on Friday. The goal is that by graduation 
each student will have participated in eight different internship 
placements. 
 
“The internship program provides excellent opportunities for students 
to have a jumpstart for the choices that they will make after high 
school,” said Michele Mabus. Mrs. Mabus has an important role in 
internship placements at LHCS. Partnering with over 40 businesses, 
Mrs. Mabus makes it her goal to match each student with a business 
opportunity that will help each individual with difficult decisions that 
will arise in the future.  
 
Rebecca Smoker, a senior, has the chance this semester to intern at 
Latte Luv. “It’s actually funny,” Rebecca says, “I don’t even like coffee, 
but I love working at my internship.” Some of Rebecca’s responsibilities 
include the following: cleaning, running the register, and making 
sandwiches. Rebecca is interested in opening her own small business, 
and her internship at Latte Luv is giving her the experience that she 
needs. 
 
During the first semester of this year, the freshman class has been 
doing service projects around the community. They have helped set up 
for the school sale, cleaned Freedom Life, worked at Camp Andrews, 
and helped at Honey Brook Youth Center. These projects will better 
prepare the freshman class for their future internship placements. 
 

Is this really news? 

By Michael Stoltzfus 

What is news? It really can be anything that tells a story. The following 
news events are questionable if they are really news, but they should 
make for a good laugh. 

● There is a mystery in the 9th grade class. This freshman class 
created a replica of Jamestown, Virginia, in its beginning 
settlement. To their dismay, it was half destroyed one day 
when they entered class! Freshmen are still looking for the 
suspect. (There has been a rumor that Jethro King was 
somehow involved.) 

● Who has the throne for best looking hair in this school? We 
have statistics to back the title.  

3rd place: Noah Buckwalter and non-nominee Josiah Nissley tied  
.                   with  11%. 

2nd place: Dave Witmer came in 2nd place with 25% 

1st place: The king this year for best-looking hair with 33% of the votes 
is… 

DAUNTE FISHER! 

Congratulations, Daunte, for accomplishing this feat. May you have 
plenty of praise for your good-looking hair in the future. 

 

 

New teacher spotlight: Mr. Zietz 

By Cedric Stoltzfus 

Tim Zietz joined the staff at Linville Hill Christian High School. After 
teaching science for 31 years in the Coatesville School District, he has 
decided to spend the rest of his teaching career in Christian education. 
There are a few notable differences between Coatesville and Linville 
Hill. For one, Coatesville is 34 times bigger than LHCS, but Mr. Zietz 
believes the main difference is that in public schools the Bible is not 
valued. At LHCS, we can “...open our Bibles freely.” When asked about 
his adjustment from a public school to a Christian private school, Mr. 
Zietz said, “There are far fewer distractions, and I can accomplish a lot 
more in one class period.” 
 
Mr. Zietz was born May 25 in Media, Pennsylvania, which is suburb of 
Philadelphia in Delaware County. He and his wife Terri currently live in 
Coatesville and attend Grace Church in Downingtown. They enjoy their 
six children and 11 grandchildren.  
 
There are a few experiences that have influenced his decision to 
become a teacher. Mr. Zietz had a passion for biology and science from 
his earliest years.  While he led small group Bible studies in college, he 
realized his teaching abilities. After working at Children's Hospital of 
Philadelphia for a while, he left and went to Widener University for a 
master of education degree. He then accepted a position in 1980 at 
Wilmington Christian School. Now at LHCS, Mr. Zietz is teaching or will 
be teaching high school biology, chemistry, forensic science, physical 
science, and physics. His favorite subject is biology.  
 
When asked how he came to know the Lord, this is what he said. 
“Although there were several influences in my life in high school, God 
directly used the witness and challenge of friends I met in college at 
Clarion State College. As the result of my conversion, I really had to 
rethink many issues in biology, not the least of which was Darwin's 
theory of evolution.” 
 
We are happy to have Mr. Zietz as our new high school science teacher, 
and we are glad that he chose to follow God’s call to come and teach 
here at Linville. 

 

 

 

 

 

From left to right, ninth grade students Rebecca Peckman, Jenna Stoltzfus, 
Sierra Stoltzfus, and Emily Smoker bake cookies at the Honey Brook Youth 
Center as part of the freshman service day on Friday, October 27.   
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Student life verses 

By Rachel Peckman 

I had the opportunity to talk to a variety of individuals from Linville Hill 
Christian High School about their life verse. I first asked them what the 
verse was, and then I asked what it meant to them.  

• Katelyn Smoker: Colossians 3:23 “Whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters.” “I like 
this verse because I want to put my whole heart into everything I do, 
and I want it to be for the Lord, not for people.” 

• Mari Eastman: Colossians 3:17 “And whatever you do, whether in 
word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him.” “This verse reminds me that I need to do 
all things for the Lord and count on him for everything.” 

• Jenna Martin: Isaiah 40:31 “But those who hope in the LORD will 
renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; they will 
run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint.” “I chose this 
verse because I've been able to find God's strength through the hard 
times in life using this verse.” 

• Noah Buckwalter: Isaiah 30:18 “Yet the Lord longs to be gracious to 
you; therefore he will rise up to show you compassion. For the Lord is 
a God of justice. Blessed are all who wait for him!” “I chose this verse 
because when my grandmother was sick with cancer I found this verse 
to be comforting and to help me keep on praying.” 

• Kiana Weaver: 2 Timothy 1:7 “For the Lord did not give us a spirit of 
timidity, but a spirit of power, of love and of self-discipline.” “I chose 
this verse because it helps me to get through hard times, and it reminds 
me that I was not made to fear.” 

• Mr. Horne: 2 Corinthians 10:5 “We demolish arguments and every 
pretension that sets itself up against the knowledge of God, and we 
take captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ.” “I chose 
this verse because when people want to think that Christianity is a 
mindset we don't have to take that. We can bring our thought life into 
the obedience of Christ.”  

• Carson Good: James 5:16 “Therefore confess your sins to each other 
and pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a 
righteous person is powerful and effective.” “This verse reminds me 
about the power of prayer, and even when you feel like he can't hear, 
you I know he can.” 

• Payton Fisher: Jeremiah 29:11 “‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ 
declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you, plans 
to give you hope and a future.’” “This verse brings a sense of peace in 
that you don't have to worry about tomorrow because God knows your 
future.” 

A trip to remember 
 

By Rachel Peckman 

In October, junior Kayla Fisher had an opportunity to travel to Haiti 
with her youth group.  

The group flew out of Philadelphia International Airport and landed in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida. From there, they flew into Port Au Prince, 
Haiti, and drove five hours in a truck to reach their final destination in 
Aquin, Haiti.  

The group went to build a house for a widow who lost hers in a 
hurricane a few years ago and to paint the missionary’s house where 
they were staying. The location where they were staying was right by 
the ocean, and they walked several miles every day to get to the 
worksite. The evenings consisted of ministering to the children. Due to 
the language barrier, the team had to find creative ways to interact and 
communicate with the kids. They did this using their feet. The children 
in Haiti eat, sleep, and breathe soccer. Even though the group was not 
able to directly talk with the kids, they were able to show the love of 
Christ through their actions.  

 By the end of the week, Kayla didn't want to leave the kids. As she put 
it, “I can't even explain it. I cried 
when I said goodbye.”  

 When Kayla was asked what her 
overall takeaway from the trip 
was, she replied “Be grateful for 
every minute of every day, and be 
content for what we have. The 
kids were always so happy and 
satisfied with whatever was put in 
front of them. They are truly 
joyful.” 

 
 
 
 
 
    

 

 

Junior Kayla Fisher serves in Haiti on a 
mission trip with her church in October. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

“Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, in everything give thanks for this is the will of God  

in Christ Jesus for you.” 

A perplexing story unveiled 

By Rebecca Smoker 

Every Thursday morning at LHCS we have chapel. This is always a 
time of spiritual refreshment. As you enter the community room 
hungry to know more of God, He is sure to give you a word to walk 
away with.  

On October 12, 2017, Leroy Miller shared on 1 Kings 13. This is a 
story of a man of God who listened to the Lord's command and 
prophesied against the altar at Bethel. He was commanded by 
God to leave right away and go a different way home, not 
stopping with anyone to eat or drink. But before he was about to 
leave, an older prophet lied to him and convinced him to eat at his 
house. The younger prophet disobeyed God, was deceived by the 
older prophet, and was killed by a lion on his way home.  

 

older prophet, and was killed by a lion on his way home.  

Sophomore Jenna Martin had read 1 Kings 13 two nights before 
chapel, and she was very confused why God had let the older 
prophet get away with deceiving the young prophet. She talked 
to classmate Hadassah Lapp the next evening, and they were 
both left confused and determined to ask Mr. Buckwalter about 
it the next morning. When they did, even he was confused! 
Minutes later Leroy Miller told us all to open our Bibles to 1 
Kings 13. Everyone who had been confused was shocked. We 
found out after chapel that the three of them were not the only 
ones who had recently read it; Mr. Zeitz and Mrs. Esh had too!  

There are many lessons to be learned from this passage that 
God really wanted us to know, Jenna summarizes it by saying, 
“There are a lot of voices. The world wants you to do a certain 
thing, dress a certain way, believe a certain doctrine.” Hadassah 
Lapp adds, “Sometimes we can get confused… but seek to 
know Him more through others’ wisdom and reading the Bible.” 

 


